Liberal Arts Math I
Jennifer Otts
2018-2019 Syllabus 

Pace High School Mission Statement:  Our mission is to provide all students with quality instruction while stressing the importance of respecting others, sharing responsibility, and embracing the concept of lifelong learning.

Pace High School Honor Code:  On my honor, as a Pace High School student, I will do my own schoolwork, uphold the ideals and rules of Pace High School, and protect the good name of the school. 

Class Objectives  -  Mathematics Florida Standards 
The methods of instruction and the items assessed in this classroom meet the Mathematics Florida Standards http://www.cpalms.org/Public/PreviewCourse/Preview?id=1&backend=true  Instruction of these standards will be in preparation for the Florida Algebra I EOC for those students who have not yet achieved a Level 3, and to prepare students for Geometry.
Class Guidelines 

In addition to upholding the guidelines set forth in the Code of Student Conduct, you are expected to maintain respect for your teacher, classmates, and materials, and to follow all classroom policies and procedures.  For a detailed explanation of each guideline, please pay attention to the “Class Policies and Procedures” power-point presentation that can be found at any time during the semester on the class website: https://ottsj2.wixsite.com/jenniferotts
Required Materials 
· three ring binder; 1.5 inch or larger 
· five notebook dividers with tabs
· notebook paper 

· graph paper and straightedge/ruler
· pencil
· colored pencils

· Agenda Planner 

· basic 4-function calculator
· Algebra I textbook, Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

· Lab Fee: $5 (optional)

Grading Procedures

Terms/Quarters (9 weeks of school): Grades from each term will average together for 80% of your semester 
grade. Term grades will reflect the work you have done in the following categories:
Category I: Participation (10%): According to guidelines outlined in the Santa Rosa County 

Teacher’s Handbook, each student will be assessed throughout the term for participation. Group work will be assessed for participation in addition to accurate completion.
Category II: Daily Grades (20%) Classwork and Homework assignments. Homework assignments are designed to cement understanding of the concepts covered in class; in math, if you don’t practice you don’t learn. 
Category III: Quiz (30%): You will be given an open-notebook, open-book, mid-chapter quiz for each chapter of the textbook, on which you will be expected to show your work for each problem. You will also be given a Homework Quiz each Friday. Quizzes must be completed within one class period.
Category IV: Test (40%): You will be given a cumulative, multiple-choice test at the completion of each chapter of the textbook. Tests must be completed within one class period. 
Semester Exam There will be a cumulative Semester Exam given at the end of each semester and will count as 20% of your final grade.
Parent-Teacher Communication:

The best way to contact me is via email ottsj@mail.santarosa.k12.fl.us. However, before I am able to discuss student information via email the county required Parent Request for Student Information form must be completed and on file with the school. This form can be found on the county website. Scheduling conferences should be done through the Guidance Department, 995-3600, and due to my extra assistance and professional development responsibilities I am only available to meet on Monday or Friday from 8:45-9:05 AM.  

Letter to Parents

As your student progresses through high school, the academic demands and responsibilities placed upon them increases. Below I have highlighted some class policies and procedures so that we can all be in concurrence and contribute to your student’s successful immersion in my class.  

· Homework Policy:

· 3 to 4 HW Assignments are issued weekly and reviewed for accuracy/clarification in class the following day.
· HW will not be taken up for a grade, however, students will be given a HW Quiz each Friday.

· In order for students to receive 100% on the HW Quiz it must be done completely (work and checking included), in pencil, in order, and written legibly with correct answers clearly shown.
· Make-up Work: For excused absences only, students must turn in missed assignments within 3 days of returning to school, per county policy, as outlined in the Code of Student Conduct. If an assignment was due the day of the absence, students must be prepared to turn that in (or complete it) upon their 1st day of return to school. Students will have a zero grade entered for all missed work; once the work is graded the zero will be replaced with the grade they earn.

· It is the student’s responsibility to get missed assignments; I will not remind them. I make it

very easy to see what was done in class each day on my website: 
https://ottsj2.wixsite.com/jenniferotts
· Late Work: I do not accept late work so please do not ask. 

· Forgiveness Points: ANY graded assignment can be corrected and turned back in for forgiveness points. Corrections must be made in ink (any color but black), include work, and answers must be accurate to receive points. Students will receive 40% of points possible for each correct answer added to the original grade for the assignment. Corrected assignments will be collected every Friday.
· Extra Credit: I do not issue extra credit assignments. I do have a few extra credit opportunities that all students are welcome to participate in:

· Reviews given prior to each quiz and test are worth up to 10 extra points on the assessment.
· Unused bathroom/clinic passes at the end of the term are worth one extra point each added to the final test. 

· Bringing in an item from the supply list will result in an extra 100 participation points.

· Being on time every day of each term will result in the lowest daily grade being dropped.

· Having no more than 1 excused absence each term will result in the lowest quiz grade being dropped.

· Extra Assistance: I am available in my classroom every Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30-9:00 for students who wish to come in for help. This time is open to all students, no appointment required. I am unable to provide one-to-one tutoring during this time, as I am helping multiple students, so in order to make the most of the time students should come prepared knowing what they need help with.
· Remind: Remind is a protected, monitored texting application in which no personal phone numbers are exchanged. I use this service to text reminders about assignments due and students can use it to text me for help on their homework. Any messages received after 9PM will be returned the following morning. 

My class is designed for students to be successful, regardless of how well they perform in math or how much they enjoy the subject. I firmly believe that hard work is the foundation of success in many areas of life, thus, if students work hard in my class they should have no problem completing it successfully. The following items are how I define hard work in my class:

Impeccable attendance

Timely arrival to class

Take all notes and participate in class

Complete all assignments

Correct graded assignments for forgiveness points

Seek help by texting me on Remind and coming in early on help days

Please print and sign your name and indicate your student on the lines provided below. Signing here signifies that you have read and understand the items outlined in my Class Syllabus (this document) AND Policies and Procedures (found on my website; if you do not have internet access please have your child inform me of this and I will send a hardcopy of the Policies and Procedures home with them for you to review before signing below). Please contact me prior to August 17th if you have any questions or concerns regarding the information in these two documents. Your student has been given this document on August 13th and is expected to return it, signed, by August 17th for a participation grade in the grade book.

____________________________
____________________________
________________


Parent (please print)


Parent signature



Date

__________________________


Student (please print)

